
:::::  The  Official  Newsletter  of  Renewed  Heart  Ministries  :::::  Volume  8  :::::  Issue  9  :::::

"Only  by  love  is  love  awakened."

Inside 
This Issue:

Page 2
God  of  the  Oppressor  vs.  
God  of  the  Oppressed

Page 3
Testimonies

Page 4
My  Musings  on  the  

Sermon  On  the  Mount

Page 5
Ministry  Update:  

Kinship  Kampmeeting

Page 6
Testimonies

Ministry  Update:
Gospel  of  the  Oppressor  

vs.  Gospel  of  the  
Oppressed

Page 7
Schedule

Page 8
Featured  Presentation

Renewed Heart Ministries
P.O. Box 1211, Lewisburg, WV 24901

Phone: 304.520.0030
Email: info@renewedheartministries.com

Follow RHM!

 @RenewedHeartMin     Renewed Heart Ministries

Follow Herb!

 @HerbMontgomery     Herb Montgomery



  Page 2

Quotable
Quotes

“Salt  is  good,  but  if  it  loses  
its  saltiness,  how  can  it  be  

neither  for  the  soil  nor  for  
the  manure  pile;  it  is  thrown  
out.      “Whoever  has  ears  to  
hear,  let  them  hear.”

–Jesus  (Luke  14:34,35)

Herb’s Article

by Herb Montgomery

God of the 
Oppressor vs. 
God of the 
Oppressed

“When  Jesus  saw  the  crowds,  he  went  
up   the   mountain;   and   after   he   sat  
down,  his  disciples  came  to  him.    Then  
he  began   to   speak,  and   taught   them,  
saying:  “Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  
for   theirs   is   the   kingdom   of   heaven.    
Blessed  are  those  who  mourn,  for  they  
will   be   comforted.      Blessed   are   the  
meek,   for   they  will   inherit   the   earth.    
Blessed   are   those   who   hunger   and  
thirst   for   righteousness,   for   they  will  

they  will   receive  mercy.      Blessed   are  
the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  will  see  God.    
Blessed  are  the  peacemakers,  for  they  
will  be  called  children  of  God.    Blessed  
are   those   who   are   persecuted   for  
righteousness’   sake,   for   theirs   is   the  
kingdom  of   heaven.      Blessed  are   you  
when  people  revile  you  and  persecute  
you  and  utter  all  kinds  of  evil  against  
you   falsely   on   my   account.      Rejoice  
and  be  glad,  for  your  reward  is  great  
in   heaven,   for   in   the   same  way   they  
persecuted   the   prophets   who   were  
before  you.”  (Matthew  5.1-­11)  

After  ten  days  in  Kapolei  and  two  weekends  
with   the   HeartGroup   there,   I’m   sitting   on  

again,   to   escape   my   introspections.      This  

the   Hawaiian   Islands,   a   beautiful   culture  
with   rich   narratives   that   I   have   just   been  
privileged   to   taste   a   small   part   of.      I’m  
also   contemplating   the   Maoris   of   New  

learning  about  this  summer  while  I  was  in  
Christchurch.     Almost  a  decade  ago  now,   I  
remember  discovering   the  warrior  people  
known  as   the  Caribs  and  the  peace-­‐loving  
Arawaks   during   the   time   I   spent   giving   a  
series   of   presentations   in   Trinidad   and  
Tobago.    I’m  thinking  today  about  American  
and  British  colonialism  as  well  as  European  
and   American   capitalism.      My   mind   then  

century  under  Rome  and  then  further  back  
to  the  exiled  Jews,  taken  captive  and  ruled  
over  by  the  superpowers  of  their  day,  such  
as   Babylon   and   Greece.      What   about   the  
Hebrews,   who   served   as   the   sweatshop  
workers  of  their  day  under  the  Egyptians?  

of  Cain.

There   has   always,   for   as   long   as   anyone  
can   remember,   been   a   top.      There   has  
always   been   a   bottom.      There   has   always  
been  a  conqueror  and  a  conquered;  always  
an   oppressor,   always   an   oppressed.      The  
schools  I  attended  taught  me  the  historical  
narratives   of   those   who   had   “won.”   But   I  
can’t   help   thinking   that   those  who   are   on  
the   bottom,   those   who   have   “lost,”   have  
their  narratives   too.     And   if   the  narratives  
of   the   Abels,   the   Josephs,   the   Jobs,   the  
Hebrews   are   whispering   anything   to   us,  
they   are   calling   us   softly   to   listen   to   the  
stories  of  those  who  have  been  conquered,  
those  on  the  bottom,  those  not  in  positions  
of  privilege.

The   resurrection,   as   God’s   response   over  

Jesus’   God   loved   both   oppressor   and  
oppressed  and  was  seeking  to  restore  them  

“restoration  of  all  things”  through  standing  
in   solidarity   with   the   oppressed   over  
against  the  oppression  carried  out  by  those  
in  positions  of  privilege.

Yes,   the   Egyptians   had   their   gods,   and   so  
did   the  Babylonians.     And   the  Greeks  had  
their  gods,  who  would  become  much  more  
violent   versions   with   different   names  
under  Rome.      But   these  were   the   gods   of  
the   conquerors.      These   were   the   gods   of  
the  people  on  top.    Let  me  try  to  make  this  
clear.      With   the   exception   of   when   Israel  
rebelled  by  wanting  to  have  a  king,  the  God  
of  the  Hebrew  narrative  is  a  God  not  of  the  
superpowers   but   of   the   oppressed,   the  
wanderers,   the   nomads.      Historically   the  
European   conquerors,   too,   had   their   god,  
just   as  America  has  hers.      But   here   is   the  
catch,  and  I  don’t  know  if  you  even  caught  
the  switch.

A  slight  of  hand  has  occurred.

In  the  fourth  century,  something  mysterious  
took   place.      But   there   was   nothing   truly  
magical  about  it.     It  was  a  charlatan  move,  
much   like   the   actions   of   those  who   stand  
on  stages,  waving  trick  wands  and  pulling  
rabbits   out   of   hats.      Christianity   was  
subverted  by  a  Roman  emperor  and  wedded  
to  the  empire.    And  I’m  not  sure  we  realize  
what  really  happened  with  this.    Overnight,  
the  God  of  the  oppressed  became  the  god  of  
the  oppressor.    The  Hebrew  narrative  of  the  

cont’d on page 3
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God  who  stands  in  solidarity  with  those  who  
suffer  at  the  hands  of  others  was  subverted.    
This  narrative  was  now  replaced,  eclipsed  
rather,   by   a   god  with   the   same   name   but  
of   a   very   different   disposition.      Now   God  
stood  on  the  side  of  Rome  and  conquered,  
oppressed,   and   violated   through   Rome.    
Think  about  how  those  who  are  oppressed  
today  by  the  American  Empire  see  America  
as  a  “Christian”  nation.

The   lens   you   use   when   discussing   “God”  
makes  a  difference.    Are  you  contemplating  
God  as  the  one  who  is  standing  in  solidarity  
with   the   oppressors   or   the   oppressed?  
When   you   enter   into   ontological   debates  
about  God,  are  you  asking  questions  about  
the  existence  of  the  god  of  the  conquerors  
or  the  God  of  those  being  conquered?

We  don’t  want  our  God  to  be  the  God  of  the  
conquered.    We  want  a  strong  God,  one  who  
is   never   defeated!   But   here   is   where   we  

Jesus  story  is  a  God  who  stands  in  solidarity  
with   the   losers   of   the   “war   games”   we  
humans  play.

This  is  a  point  that  many  (not  all,  thank  you,  
Ryan  Bell!)  of  my  atheist  friends  miss.    What  
I’ve   encountered,   without   exception,   in  
every  one  of  my  atheist  friends  is  that  their  
atheism  is  really  rooted  in  a  deep  concern  
about  matters  of   justice.     Their  atheism  is  
simply   the   expression   of   a   much   deeper  
revolt   within   themselves   against   injustice  
(and   the   “god”   of   those   who   perpetuate  
injustice).      And   this   must   be   recognized,  
acknowledged,   and   honored!   As   a   Jesus  

for  justice  by  my  atheist  friends  to  actually  
be   in   perfect   harmony   with   the   ethics   I  
have  found  taught  by  the  Jesus  of  the  Jesus  
story   (see  Matthew   5:6).      Yet   what  many  
of  my   atheist   friends  miss   is   that  most   of  
their  arguments  against  “God”  are  built  on  
a  foundational  assumption  that  the  God  of  
the   Jesus  story   is   the  god  of   those  on   top.      
Dr.  Martin  Luther  King’s  “God”  and  Gandhi’s  
“God”   looked   very   different   from   the  
European-­‐American   “Christian”   god  many  
of  us  wrongly  believe  is  really  out  there.    Let  
me  make  this  clear.    I  think  the  atheists  are  
right.      The   European-­‐American   god   who  
stands   in  solidarity  with   the  superpowers  
of   this   planet   does   not   exist.      That   god   is  
not  out  there.    Saying  that  doesn’t  make  me  
an  atheist.    I  simply  agree  that  the  god  my  
friends  say  isn’t  there,  really  isn’t.     It   is  no  
wonder  that  the  fruit  of  the  god  of  the  West,  

the   god   of   the   European   conquerors,   the  
god  of  America,  given  enough  time,   leaves  
people  hungering  and   thirsting   for   justice  
and  wanting  nothing  to  do  with  god.

Jesus   story   is   a   Divine   Parent   of   us   all,  
oppressed   as  well   as   the   oppressor.      This  
God  is  a  radically  inclusive  God  who  loves  all  
and  is  seeking  to  restore  all,  yet  a  God  who  
does   this   through   standing   in   solidarity  
with  those  on  the  bottom  of  our  systems  of  
oppression,   seeking   to   awaken   the   hearts  
of   the   oppressors   and   to   inspire   them   to  
escape  their  systemic  injustice  and  stand  in  
solidarity  with  the  oppressed  as  well.    (This  
is  the  story  of  Saul  of  Tarsus.)

Let  me  also  say  a  word  about  monotheism  
while  I’m  here.

Jews,   Christians,   and   Muslims   who   are  

different  when   it   champions   the   supreme  
and  only  god  of  the  oppressors  than  when  it  
portrays  the  one  and  only  God  who  stands  
in  solidarity  with  those  being  oppressed  or  
conquered.     Monotheism   (and   I   also   have  
many  friends  who  are  not  monotheists)  can  
be  one  of  the  most  destructive  “isms”  in  the  
hands  of  those  on  top.    But  for  monotheism  
to   be   properly   evaluated   as   intrinsically  
harmful   or   not,  we  must   ask  whether  we  
are   talking   about   a   monotheism   in   the  
hands  of  the  conquerors  who  say  no  other  
god   exists   but   theirs   or   a   monotheism  
in   the   hands   in   those   being   oppressed,  
which  gives  hope  to  those  being  oppressed  
whispering   that   what   the   oppressors   call  
their  god  is  really  no  god  at  all.    This  is  not  
about   theistic  debates;   it’s  about   the  god/
gods  the  oppressors  are  claiming  is  on  their  
side,   over   the   God   those   who   are   being  
oppressed   believe   is   the   only   true   God,  
who  is  actually  standing  with  them  even  in  
their  position  of  being  oppressed.    Today  it  
is  pointless  to  argue  about  the  superiority  
of   your   religion   or   “god”   over   another  
person’s  if  both  these  religions  worship  the  
god  or  gods  of  the  oppressors.

This  leads  me  to  the  inescapable  conclusion  
that   the  “Christian”  god  of   the  conquering  

story.    The  “Christian”  god  that  many  of  us  
have  worshipped  all  our  lives  really  doesn’t  
exist.

Again,  believing  this  does  not  make  me  an  
atheist.    I  simply  see  a  radical  difference  in  

God of  the Oppressor...  cont’d from page 2

Testimonies
“Renewed  Hearts  has   shown  me  
that   there   is   a   solution   to   ALL  
problems.      Everything   from  war  
to   hate   has   the   same   solution.      
JESUS   is   the   role   model.      Yes,   it  
is   that   simple!      That’s   the   good  
news!  I’ve  learned  that  my  views  
of  my  Father  had  been  distorted  
and  He  even  loves  my  guts!  That’s  
consoling.”–  MB

“The   work   of   Renewed   Heart  
Ministries  and  Herb  Montgomery  
have   taught   me   what   it   truly  
means  to  be  a  follower  of  Christ.      
More  than  just  a  ticket  to  heaven,  
being   a   Christian   is   about   Jesus’  
call  to  be  radically  different  than  
the   status   quo   of   the   world.      It  

death   and   resurrection   of   Jesus.      
Based   on   that   revelation   of   God  
in   Christ,   it   is   a   call   to   imitate  
Christ  in  the  way  we  relate  to  our  
fellow  human  beings.    It  is  a  way  
to  redeem  the  world  and  not  just  
ourselves.”–  JS

cont’d on page 4
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the  god  of  the  oppressors  and  the  God  the  
Jesus   story   claimed   was   really   out   there  
and  who  was  actually  standing  in  solidarity  
with  the  Abels,  the  Hebrews,  the  Jews,  the  

both   Judaism   and   Rome,   the   Anabaptists  
of  the  sixteenth  century,  Hawaiians,  Caribs,  
Arawaks,  Maoris  (even  against  the  colonial  
missionaries   who   carried   crosses),   native  
Americans,   African   Americans,   women,  
the   poor,   and   anyone   considered   non-­‐
normative  today.

I   also   want   to   add   one   last   thing   that   I  
think   many   people   miss.      Whatever   your  
theistic   beliefs   are,   I,   as   a   Jesus   follower,  
have   to   remind   myself   continually   in   our  
work  against  injustice  that  I  am  not  striving  
for   a   world   where   room   is   made   at   the  
top   of   a   pyramid   of   oppression   for   more  

themselves.    No,  the  God  of  the  Jesus  story  
is  not  asking  those  at  the  top  to  make  room  
for   others   at   the   top.      This   God   is   calling  

those  at  the  top  to  abandon  their  positions  
at   the   top   in   order   to   stand   in   solidarity  
with  and  give  a  voice  to  those  at  the  bottom.    
This  God  is  calling  for  the  entire  pyramid  of  
oppression  to  be  disassembled  one  human  
heart  at  a  time.    This  God  is  asking  for  the  

human  beings  begin  to  see  that  there  is  no  

side   around   a   shared   table,   brothers   and  
sisters  once  again.

For  those  who  are  interested,  I’ve  included  
a  few  of  my  thoughts  on  Jesus’  Sermon  on  
the  Mount  this  week  too.    This  is  the  sermon  
that  changed  my  life.    It’s  the  sermon  that  I  
believe  has  the  power  to  heal  the  world.

At  the  end  of  these  brief  comments  I  want  
to  try  to  lay  out  a  project  I’m  working  on.    I  

and  very  incomplete.    I’m  opening  a  window  
into  my  headspace  for  those  who  have  the  
courage  to  take  a  look  inside  there.    It’s  not  
just  our   ideas  about  God   that  are  affected  
when  we  see  God  through  the  resurrection,  

standing   in   solidarity  with   the  oppressed.    
The  gospel,  too,  is  radically  impacted.    The  

powerful,   the   privileged   in   European-­‐

I’ve   included   a   few   blank   spaces   for   you  
to  make  your  own  comparisons.     This   is  a  
work   in   progress.      In   other  words,   this   is  

It’s  ongoing,  and  this  is  a  very  rough  draft.    
If   you   have   some   comparisons   that   you  
feel  should  be  added,  shoot  me  an  email.    I  
would  be  most  interested  in  hearing  those  
and  possibly  adding  them  to  my  list.

For   those  who  have   already   been   reading  
long  enough,  I’ll  sign  off.

Keep   living   in   love   and   loving   like   Jesus  
till   the  only  world  that  remains  is  a  world  
where  Jesus’  love  reigns.

I  love  each  of  you,  and  remember  that  God  
does  too.      

My  Musings  on  the  
Sermon  on  the  Mount
When   Jesus   saw   the   crowds,   he   went  
up   the   mountain;   and   after   he   sat  
down,  his  disciples  came  to  him.     Then  
he   began   to   speak,   and   taught   them,  
saying:   “Blessed  are  the  poor   in  spirit,  
for   theirs   is   the   kingdom   of   heaven.    
(Matthew  5:3)  

The   poor   in   Jesus’   day   were   one   of   the  
groups  who  were  considered  to  be  living  
contrary   to   the   Torah   and   who   were  
therefore   being   punished   by   God.      The  
poor  were  oppressed  and  marginalized  by  
the  rich.    Rather  then  feeling  compassion  
for   the   poor,   those   who  were   better   off  
simply   felt   morally   superior.      Why   else  
would  God  be  blessing  them  economically  
while  withholding  blessing   from  others?  
To  be  poor  in  spirit  simply  meant  to  stand  
in  solidarity,  in  spirit,  with  the  poor,  those  
who  were  economically  oppressed.     This  
kingdom   Jesus   had   come   to   establish  
would   readjust   how   life   operates   on  
planet   Earth   in   a   way   that   would   be  
especially  good  news  to  the  “poor”  in  the  
present   arrangement.      (Jesus’   kingdom  
of   redistribution   of   resources   would   be  

accept,  but  it  was  good  news  to  the  poor.)

Blessed   are   those   who   mourn,   for   they  
will   be   comforted.      Blessed   are   the  meek,  
for  they  will  inherit  the  earth.    Blessed  are  
those  who  hunger  and  thirst  for  justice,  for  

for  they  will  receive  mercy.    (Matthew  5:4–
7)

This  kingdom  Jesus  had  come  to  establish  
would   bless   those   who   were   mourning  
because    of  the  present  distribution.    The  
meek  were  those  who  had  been  trampled  
on  by  the  powerful  and  privileged  in  the  
present   distribution.      Those   who   were  
hungering   and   thirsting   for   justice   are  
those  who  were  being  oppressed  by   the  
powerful  and  privileged  class.

Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  will  
see   God.      Blessed   are   the   peacemakers,  
for   they   will   be   called   children   of   God.    
(Matthew  5:8,9)

The  pure   in  heart   are   those  who  do  not  
allow  what  they’re  suffering  at  the  hands  
of   the   powerful   and   privileged   to   cause  
them   to   resort   to   impure   methods   of  
redistribution.      The   peacemakers   are  
those  who  participate  in  Jesus’  nonviolent  
way  of  establishing  justice  once  again  on  
earth.

Blessed   are   those   who   are   persecuted  
for   righteousness’   sake,   for   theirs   is   the  
kingdom  of  heaven.    Blessed  are  you  when  
people   revile   you   and   persecute   you   and  
utter  all  kinds  of  evil  against  you  falsely  on  
my  account.    (Matthew  5:10–11)

Those   who   stand   in   solidarity   with  

of   economics,   gender,   age   (both   young  

persecuted,   hated,   reviled,   and   spoken  
against   as   evil   by   the   powerful   who  
feel   their   position   of   privilege   being  
threatened  by  Jesus’  kingdom.    

Rejoice   and   be   glad,   for   your   reward   is  
great  in  heaven,  for  in  the  same  way  they  
persecuted   the  prophets  who  were  before  
you.    (Matthew  5:12)

The   prophets   have   always   called   for  
injustice,   oppression,   and   violence   on  
earth  to  be  made  right.    

Is  not  this  the  fast  that  I  choose:  to  loose  the  
bonds  of  injustice,  to  undo  the  thongs  of  the  
yoke,   to   let   the   oppressed   go   free,   and   to  
break  every  yoke?  (Isaiah  58:6)

But   let   justice   roll   down   like  waters,   and  

stream.    (Amos  5:24)

God of  the Oppressor...  cont’d from page 3
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UPDATE
Kinship  Kampmeeting
Atlanta,  GA
July  15–19

“If  you  had  known  what  these  words  

you   would   not   have   condemned   the  
innocent.”  –Jesus  (Matthew  12:7)  

Someone   once   said,   “The   truth   as   it   is  
in   Jesus   can   be   experienced,   but   never  
explained.”  How  do  you  describe   in  words  
what   someone   experiences   at   a   Kinship  
Kampmeeting?

This  summer,  I  was  privileged  and  humbled  
to  be  a  part  of  2014’s  lineup  of  Kampmeeting  
speakers.    Besides  me  were  Wendy  Gritter  
(author   of   Generous   Spaciousness),   Todd  
Leonard   (pastor   of   the   Glendale   City  
Seventh-­‐day   Adventist   Church)   and   Eliel  
Cruz  (president  of  Intercollegiate  Adventist  
Gay-­‐Straight  Alliance  Coalition).

at  Kinship  Kampmeeting,  I  must  confess,  I  
was  a  bit  naive.    I  envisioned  that  I  would,  
within   my   four   presentations,   share   a  
Girardian   retelling   of   the   Jesus   narrative  
that   would   offer   hope   for   those   who   are  
being   scapegoated   religiously,   politically,  
economically   and   socially   as   a   result   of  
their   orientation.     What   I   didn’t   realize   is  
that   I  was  about  to  have  my  world  turned  
upside   down   as   I   encountered   something  
I  had  never  experienced.    For  two  decades  
now,   I   have   been   traveling   from   place   to  
place  within  Adventism,   and  never  before  
have   I   witnessed   an   environment   that  

involved   such   healing   authenticity,   such  
love  for   Jesus  (and  one  another)  and  such  
wrestling  with  Jesus  as  I  experienced  being  
among  this  group  of  Christian  brothers  and  
sisters   who   identify   also   as   LGBTIQ   (or  
lesbian,  gay,  bisexual,  transgender,  intersex  
and  queer;  “alphabet  people.”)  I  came  face  
to  face  with  countless  stories  of  those  who  
had   been   forced   into   deep   introspection  
as   they   wrestled,   sometimes   alone,   with  
the   collision   of   their   own   sexuality   and  
the  hetero-­‐normative  faith  many  had  been  
raised  in.    To  be  honest,  some  had  navigated  
the  journey  beautifully,  others  had  become  
casualties,   and   others   were   still   on   that  
journey.      But  what   I   found   breathtakingly  
beautiful  was   that   I  was   encountering   for  

for  all,  regardless  of  where  on  this  journey  
they   found   themselves   today.      On   Friday  
night,  as  we  came  together  around  a  shared  
table  upon  which  were  the  emblems  of  our  
Jesus  who  was  broken  and  spilled  out  as  He  
stood   in   solidarity   with   the   oppressed   in  
every   generation,   something   inside   of  me  
changed  forever.    I  had  gone  there  thinking  
I   would   share   with   them,   but   what   I  
discovered  was  a  group  that  had  recaptured  
what  Jesus  called  the  Kingdom,  as  well  as  a  
group  of  people  who  are  particularly  gifted  
because   of   their   experiences   to   teach   the  
rest  of  the  Church  what  the  Kingdom  really  
looks  like.

I   had   so  many   beautiful   experiences,   and  
space  here  does  not  permit  me  to  recount  
them  all…but   I  will  share   just  one.     At   the  
end  of  my  week,  a  dear,  dear  sister,  whom  I  
would  later  discover  had  been  an  agnostic  
for  most  of  the  last  thirty  years  as  a  result  
of   hetero-­‐hierarchical   faith,   walked   up   to  
my  daughter,  who  was  standing  beside  me.    
She   pointed   at   my   daughter   and   sternly  
said,   “You   be   careful   hanging   around   that  
man  right  there,”  then  pointed  at  me.

My  daughter  innocently  asked,  “Why?”
“He’s  dangerous!”  she  said.
My  daughter  was  puzzled.    “Dangerous?”
My   new   friend   hung   her   head   and   said  
quietly,  “Yes,  dangerous.    He  can  make  even  
an  old  agnostic  begin  to  have  the  courage  to  
believe  once  again.”

I  walked  away  from  this  experience  deeply  
and   profoundly   affected.      On   the   long  
journey   home,   I   came   to   the   inescapable  
conclusion   that   if   Jesus   were   speaking   at  
a  Kinship  Kampmeeting  this  past  summer,  
he   would   have   preached,   “Blessed   are  
those  who  are  oppressed  for  being  gay,  for  
theirs   is   the   kingdom   of   heaven.      Blessed  
are  those  who  mourn  as  result  of  how  they  
are   treated   for   identifying   as   lesbian,   for  
they   will   be   comforted.      Blessed   are   the  
“erased”   bisexuals,   for   they   will   inherit  
the  earth.     Blessed  are   those  who   identify  
as   transgender,  who  hunger  and   thirst   for  

those   who   identify   as   intersex,   yet   show  
mercy   to   their   oppressors,   for   they   will  
be   shown   mercy.      Blessed   are   the   pure  
in   heart,   regardless   of   whether   they   are  
mostly   straight   or   mostly   queer,   for   they  
will  see  God.    Blessed  are  the  peacemakers,  
wherever   they   land   on   the   spectrum,  
for   they   will   be   called   children   of   God.    
And   lastly,   blessed   are   those,   regardless  
of   their   sex/gender/orientation,   who  
are   persecuted   because   of   their   call   for  
justice,  equality  and  mercy,  for  theirs  is  the  
Kingdom.”

May   we   all   have   the   courage   to   listen   to  
our   LGBTIQ  brothers   and   sisters   in   Jesus.    
We  all  have  so  much  still  to  learn  …till  the  
only  world   that   remains   is  a  world  where  
Christ’s  love  reigns.

(The   four   presentations   I   gave   for   Kinship  
last  summer  are  on  our  website.)
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Gospel  of  the  Oppressors Gospel  of  the  Oppressed

loves  Me”  (Me  meaning  those  in  a  position  
of  privilege).

The  gospel  is  the  entire  Jesus  story,  which  
climaxes  in  the  revelation  that  “this  Jesus,  

raised  back  to  life,  and  this  Jesus  is  Lord.”
The  gospel  is  about  post-­‐mortem  assurance  
about   things   like   getting   to   heaven   or  
escaping   hell,   keeping   those   who   suffer  
oppression   passive   looking   forward   to  
“bliss”  in  the  afterlife.

The   gospel   is   about   Jesus’   egalitarian  
kingdom  being  restored  on  earth  here  and  
now,  healing  the  world,  putting  all  injustice,  
oppression,  and  violence  to  right  (Matthew  
6:10).

Focuses  on  proving  the  historicity  of  story  
details  within  the  Jesus  story.

Focuses   on   demonstrating   the   intrinsic  
value  of  the  ethical  teachings  of  Jesus.

A  private,   personal   relationship  with  God  
that  is  inwardly  focused

An   ever   deepening   encounter   with   God  
that  focuses  one  outside  oneself  toward  the  
present  restoration

Hierarchical  authority  structures Mutual   egalitarian   community   under   the  
headship  of  Christ

Jesus  on  the  cross.
Justice   is   restorative   and   was   initiated,  
begun,   started,   commenced,   instituted,  
launched,   set   in   motion,   established,  
founded,  brought  in,  ushered  in,  introduced  
once   again,   and   inaugurated   on   earth   by  
Jesus  through  the  power  of  his  death  and  
resurrection   over   against   the   powers   of  
injustice,  violence,  and  oppression.

Has  an  aversion   to   justice  and   focuses  on  
mercy,  grace,  and  forgiveness  instead

Deeply   focused  on   justice,   the   restoration  
of  which  is  promised  for  the  oppressed

Justice  is  seen  as  standing  in  opposition  to  
mercy  and  love.

Justice   is   the  natural  expression  of  mercy  
and  love.

Mercy,   grace,   and   forgiveness   are   things  
that  we  receive  from  God  and  that  give  us  
post-­‐mortem  assurance.

Mercy,   grace,   and   forgiveness   come   from  
God  but  are  what  we  are  called  to  show  our  
fellow  humans  who  are  oppressing  us.

Eschatological   focus   on   the   destruction  
of   the  world   and  being   a   part   of   an   elite,  
special,  privileged  group  that  escapes.

Eschatologically  focused  on  a  renewed  and  
restored  heaven  reunited  with  a   renewed  
and  restored  earth.

“Fire”  is  punitive  and  retributive “Fire”  is  restorative.
Evangelism   focuses   on   the   threat   of   hell,  
the  reward  of  heaven,  and  the  love  of  God  
in   saving   humanity   from   God’s   imposed  
punishment.

Evangelism  focuses  on  putting  on  display  
the   beauty   of   what   the   world   changed  
by  Jesus  and  his  teachings  actually  looks  
like,   recognizing   and   honoring   this  
beauty   already   at   work   in   some,   while  
endeavoring   to   inspire   those   in   whom  
this   beauty   is   not   present   to   join   the  
revolution.

Focused   on   enemies   getting   their   due  
(vengeance)

Focused   on   enemies   being   won   and  
restored   along   with   the   restoration   of  
justice  to  the  oppressed.

Violence   is   an   acceptable   means   of  
maintaining   and   preserving   a   position   of  
privilege.

Nonviolent  direct  action  rooted  in  enemy  
love   is   the   means   of   saving   even   our  
oppressors  from  systemic  injustice.

cont’d on page 7

Testimonies
“RHM  has  shown  me  that  God   is  
a   Father   I   can   trust!   Thank   you  
Herb!   Still   smiling   seven   years  
later!   Still   sleeping   peacefully  
every  night!”  –CC

“Today   during   church,   my  
congregation   watched   one   of  
your   video   presentations   from  
2009.    I’m  not  sure  what  the  name  
of  the  presentation  was,  but  what  
impressed  me  was  your  sincerity  
and  passion  for  Christ  in  relaying  
the  message.     What   stuck   in  my  
mind  is  that  WE  don’t  have  to  be  
good   enough   for   Christ   to   love  
us,   He   loves   us   even   if   we  were  
His  enemies.    I  thank  you  for  the  
work   that   you   do,   even   5   years  
after  you  made  that  presentation,  
it’s   impacting   lives.      I   have   two  
teenage   brothers   who   often   get  
discouraged   with   church   and  
I   watched   the   sermon   today  
impact  them.    I  will  be  praying  for  
your   very   special   ministry   and  
that  God  will  continue  to  use  you  
and  Renewed  Heart  Ministries  to  
reach  people  for  Him.”  –RA

“I’m   thankful   for   my   regular  
morning   commute   podcast  
companions.   These   deep  
thinkers   have   been   inspiring  
and   challenging   me   to   expand  
my   picture   of   God,   others   and  
myself   for   a   few   years   now   and  
I   can   honestly   say   they   have  
resurrected  hope  and  faith  where  
there  used  to  be  fear  and  apathy.    
Greg   Boyd,   Brian   Zahnd,   Herb  
Montgomery   and   the   Come   And  
Reason  class  -­‐  I  have  nothing  but  
love,   gratitude   and   respect   for  
you!”  –RC

“What   does   Renewed   Heart  
Ministries   mean   to   me?      Total  
paradigm  shift!”  –JV
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Schedule
Spirit  Alive  Outreach  Ministries
Oshawa,  Ontario  Canada
905.571.658

Columbia  Adventist  Church
Columbia  ,  MO  
573.445.2712

Louisville  First  
Adventist  Church
Louisville,  KY  
502.459.0250

Building  Safe  Places  Retreat
Nags  Head,  North  Carolina  
413.325.3648

Edmond  Adventist  Church
Edmond,  OK  
405.478.4401

HeartGroup  Application

1.   Spend  some  time  this  week  sitting  
with  Jesus  and  contemplating  the  
chart  above.

2.   Journal  what  Jesus  brings  to  your  

stories,  thoughts,  and  insights.

3.   Share  with  your  HeartGroup  what  
Jesus  shows  you  this  upcoming  
week.

cont’d from page 6MINISTRY UPDATE

Gospel  of  the  Oppressors Gospel  of  the  Oppressed
Salvation  means  being  allowed  into  heaven  
by   ontological   certitude   (being   certain   of  
what   exists   and   is   true   and  what   doesn’t  
and  is  not).

Salvation   is   seen   as   the   healing   and  
restoration   of   this   world,   which   all   are  
invited  to  participate  in.

Human   suffering   is   a   huge   philosophical  
problem  for  a  God  who  is  in  control.

Human   suffering   is   a   tangible   and  
formidable   enemy   that   God   is   at   work  
bringing  to  an  end.

sociological  scapegoating
A   God   who   never   desired   or   required  

mercy  instead  (Matthew  9:13;  12:7)
God   is   love   (means   something   very  
different  for  the  oppressors)

God   is   love   (means   something   very  
different  for  the  oppressed)

Quotable
Quotes

You  are  the  light  of  the  world.     A  
city  built  on  a  hill  cannot  be  hid.    
No  one  after  lighting  a  lamp  puts  
it  under  the  bushel  basket,  but  on  
the   lampstand,   and   it   gives   light  
to   all   in   the  house.      In   the   same  
way,   let   your   light   shine   before  
others,  so  that  they  may  see  your  
good  works  and  give  glory  to  your  
Father  in  heaven.

–Jesus  
(Matthew  5:14-­‐16)
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Featured 
Presentation
This   past   fall,  
Herb   had  
the   privilege  
of   sharing   a  
weekend   of  
presentations  

God  
is  Beautiful:  A  Thoughtful  Weekend  
with   Herb   Montgomery.      This  
month’s   featured  presentation   is  
from  that  series.     At   the  heart  of  
Jesus’s   teaching   is   the   discourse  
that  has  been  labeled  the  Sermon  
on  the  Mount.     This  series   is   like  
none  other  Herb  has   ever   given.  
It  dives  deeply  into  the  Sermon  on  
the  Mount  in  search  of  discovering  
the  God  that  Jesus  Himself  sought  
to  reveal  to  this  troubled  world.

We  want  to  encourage  you  to  take  

online  with  the  hope  that  you  too  
may   have   your   heart   renewed,  
and   Christ’s   new   reordering   of  
life  here  on  earth  enlarged.     God  
Love  Them  by  Herb  Montgomery.

Renewed   Heart   Ministries  
provides   its   resources   free   of  
charge.      Jesus   commanded,  
“Freely   you   have   received,  
freely   give.”      We   at   RHM   take  
this   command   very   seriously.    
Philosophically   we   have   a  

to   people   for   things   God   has  
given  us  for  free.
In   order   to   do   this,   we   are  
entirely   dependent   on  
the   contributions   of   our  
supporters.      If   you  would   like  
to  make  a  one-­‐time  gift  or  offer  
monthly  support.
Please  send  your  contributions  
to  the  following  address:
Renewed  Heart  Ministries

P.O.  Box  1211

Contributions  can  also  be  made  
online  at:
www.renewedheartministries.com

*All   donations   receive   a   tax-­‐
deductible  receipt.

Be  sure  to  check  out  RHM’s  
FREE  resources  at:  
www.renewedheartministries.com

“So,   if   you’re   seeking   to   develop  
a   just   society,   they   say,   the  
important   thing   is   to   get   there,  
and   the   means   are   really  
unimportant;   any  means  will   do  

they  may  be  violent,  they  may  be  
untruthful  means;  they  may  even  
be   unjust   means   to   a   just   end.    
There  have  been  those  who  have  
argued   this   throughout   history.    
But  we  will   never   have  peace   in  
the  world  until  men  everywhere  
recognize   that   ends   are   not   cut  
off   from   means,   because   the  
means  represent  the   ideal   in  the  
making,   and   the   end   in   process,  
and   ultimately   you   can’t   reach  
good   ends   through   evil   means,  
because  the  means  represent  the  
seed  and   the  end   represents   the  
tree”

–Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; 
A Christmas Sermon for Peace

Renewed

m i n i s t r i e s
H E A RT


