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Luke 4:18-19—The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.

When the gospel says, “The last will be first,
and the first will be last,” despite the fact it is
counterintuitive to our cultural
presuppositions, it is invariably good news to
those who are last, and at least problematic
news to those who see themselves as first.”—
Peter Gomes, The Scandalous Gospel of Jesus:
What’s So Good about the Good News?

Luke 2:22-24—When the time came for the purification rites required
by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every
firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord” ), and to offer a
sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of
doves or two young pigeons.”
Leviticus 12:8—But if she cannot afford a lamb, she is to bring two doves or
two young pigeons, one for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering.
In this way the priest will make atonement for her, and she will be clean.

Luke 6:20-26—Looking at his disciples, he said: “Blessed are you who
“Good news to some will almost inevitably be
are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who
bad news to others. In order that the gospel in hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now,
the New Testament might be made as palatable
for you will laugh. Blessed are you when people hate you, when they
as possible to as many people as possible, its
exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the
rough edges have been shorn off and the
radical edge of Jesus’ preaching as been
Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your
replaced by a respectable middle, of which
reward in heaven. For that is how their ancestors treated the prophets.
“niceness” is now God. When Jesus came
But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your
preaching, it was to proclaim the ends of
things as they are and the breaking in of things comfort. Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry.
that are to be: the status quo is not to be
Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep. Woe to you
criticized; it is to be destroyed.” - Ibid.
when everyone speaks well of you, for that is how their ancestors
treated the false prophets.
1 Corinthians 5:3-4—For my part, even though
I am not physically present, I am with you in
spirit . . .

Matthew 5:3-8— Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

Colossians 2:5—For though I am absent from
you in body, I am present with you in spirit . . .

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for things to be put right, for
they will be filled. [righteousness or justice]

“He has risen! He is not here.” — Mark 16.6
All Texts Quoted from the NIV Unless Otherwise Noted

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
Matthew 23:25-28—Woe to you,
teachers of the law and Pharisees, you
hypocrites! You clean the outside of
the cup and dish, but inside they are
full of greed and self-indulgence.
Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside
of the cup and dish, and then the
outside also will be clean. Woe to you,
teachers of the law and Pharisees, you
hypocrites! You are like whitewashed
tombs, which look beautiful on the
outside but on the inside are full of
the bones of the dead and everything
unclean. In the same way, on the
outside you appear to people as
righteous but on the inside you are
full of hypocrisy and wickedness.
Luke 11:39-41—Then the Lord said to
him, “Now then, you Pharisees clean
the outside of the cup and dish, but
inside you are full of greed and
wickedness. You foolish people! Did
not the one who made the outside
make the inside also? But now as for
what is inside you—be generous to the
poor, and everything will be clean for
you.

Howard Thurman; Jesus and the
Disinherited

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say
all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be
glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Acts 17:6—But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and
some other believers before the city officials, shouting: “These men
who have caused trouble all over the world have now come here.”
Mark 10:21,22—Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you
lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” At this the
man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.
Matthew 20:8-16—When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said
to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning
with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ The workers who
were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a
denarius. So when those came who were hired first, they expected to
receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. When
they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. ‘These
who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and
the heat of the day.’ But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being
unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? Take
your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I
gave you. Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own
money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be
first, and the first will be last.”
Jesus was not a Christian, nor was Jesus a Greek. Jesus was a Jewish
teacher speaking to his own disinherited Jewish people.
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