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My Story

Luke 15:32—But we had to celebrate and be
glad, because this brother of yours was dead
and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” ”

History of the Samaritans

Using Torah to Divide

Mark 2:15-16—While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax
collectors and sinners were eating with him and his disciples, for there
were many who followed him. When the teachers of the law who were
Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked
his disciples: “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners!”

Matthew 11:19—The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they
say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and
sinners.’

Luke 15:1-2—Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering
around to hear Jesus. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law
muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

Mark 2:27—Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man,
not man for the Sabbath.”

Luke 4:16-29—He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up,
and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom.
He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah . . . Then he
rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes
of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying
to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” All spoke
well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his
lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?!” they asked. Jesus said to them, “Surely you
will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!” And you will tell
me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in
Capernaum.” ” “Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted
in his hometown. I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in
Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there
was a severe famine throughout the land. Yet Elijah was not sent to any
of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. And there
were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet
not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” All the people
in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. They got up, drove
him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the
town was built, in order to throw him off the cliff.

“That the world may be healed.” — John 3.17
All Texts Quoted from the NRSV Unless Otherwise Noted



I[saiah 11:6—The wolf will live with the lamb,
the leopard will lie down with the goat, the

calf and the lion and the yearling together;
and a little child will lead them.

Isaiah 65:25—The wolf and the lamb will feed
together, and the lion will eat straw like the
ox, and dust will be the serpent’s food. They
will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy
mountain,” says the LORD.

Luke 10:3—Go! I am sending you out like
lambs among wolves.
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Luke 9:54-55—When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked,
“Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?”
But Jesus turned and rebuked them.

What it means to be a Jesus Follower in whatever Faith
Tradition you may find yourself today

Jewish Proverb

Mark 10:6-7—But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male
and female.” ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother
and be united to his wife . . .”

Genesis 2:23-24—The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and
flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of
man.” That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to
his wife, and they become one flesh.

Children of the Same Divine Parents

Same Family Table

So however difficult it is during this period, however difficult it is to continue
to live with the agony and the continued existence of racism, however
difficult it is to live amidst the constant hurt, the constant insult and the
constant disrespect, I can still sing we shall overcome. We shall overcome
because the arc of the moral universe is long but it bends towards justice. We
shall overcome because Carlisle is right. "No lie can live forever." We shall
overcome because William Cullen Bryant is right. "Truth crushed to earth
will rise again." We shall overcome because James Russell Lowell is right.
"Truth forever on the scaffold, wrong forever on the throne." Yet that
scaffold sways the future. We shall overcome because the Bible is right. "You
shall reap what you sow." With this faith we will be able to hew out of the
mountain of despair, a stone of hope. With this faith we will be able to
transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of
brotherhood. With this faith we will be able to speed up the day when all of
God's children all over this nation - black men and white men, Jews and
Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics will be able to join hands and sing in the
words of the old negro spiritual, "Free at Last, Free at Last, Thank God
Almighty, We are Free At Last.” — Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; Grosse Pointe
High School; March 14, 1968
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