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Pyramid Social Structures

1Corinthians 5.3—For though absent in body, I am
present in spirit;

Colossians 2.5—For though I am absent in body, yet
I am with you in spirit,’

“He who fights monsters should see to

it that he himself does not become a monster. And
if you gaze for long into an abyss, the abyss gazes
also into you.”

— Friedrich Nietzsche

Mark 1.14,15— Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee,
proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and
the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

Luke 4.18—The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free.

Matthew 10.7—As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of
heaven has come near.’

Matthew 5.1-3—When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and
after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and
taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.”

Matthew 5.4 —Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

Matthew 5.5—Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

Matthew 5.6—Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for justice, for they
will be filled.

Matthew 5.7—Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
Matthew 5.8—Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

Matthew 5.9—Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children
of God.

Matthew 5.10 —Blessed are those who are persecuted for justice’s sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 5.11-12 —Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice

and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they

persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Luke 6.20-26—Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are

“That the world may be healed.” — John 3.17
All Texts Quoted from the NRSV Unless Otherwise Noted



When the gospel says, “The last will be first,
and the first will be last,” despite the fact it is
counterintuitive to our cultural
presuppositions, it is invariably good news to
those who are last, and at least problematic
news to those who see themselves as first.”—
Peter Gomes, The Scandalous Gospel of
Jesus: What’s So Good about the Good

News?

“Good news to some will almost inevitably be
bad news to others. In order that the gospel
in the New Testament might be made as
palatable as possible to as many people as
possible, its rough edges have been shorn off
and the radical edge of Jesus’ preaching as
been replaced by a respectable middle, of
which “niceness” is now God. When Jesus
came preaching, it was to proclaim the ends
of things as they are and the breaking in of
things that are to be: the status quo is not to
be criticized; it is to be destroyed.” - Peter
Gomes

People who believe in God are 73% less likely
to politically and socially confront injustice in

this life.
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you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you
who are hungry now, for you will be filled. Blessed are you who weep
now, for you will laugh. Blessed are you when people hate you, and
when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the
Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward
is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.
But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.
Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. Woe to you who
are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. Woe to you when all
speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false
prophets.

Mark 10.21—]Jesus, looking at him, LOVED HIM and said, “You lack
one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”

Luke 6.27-36—But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies,
do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for
those who mistreat you. If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn the
other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt.
Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to
you, do not demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do
to you . . . love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them
without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great,
and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the
ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

“This is the only way to create the beloved community. To our most bitter
opponents we say: "We shall match your capacity to inflict suffering by our
capacity to endure suffering. We shall meet your physical force with soul
force. Do to us what you will, and we shall continue to love you. We
cannot in all good conscience obey your unjust laws because
noncooperation with evil is as much a moral obligation as is cooperation
with good. Throw us in jail and we shall still love you. Bomb our homes
and threaten our children, and we shall still love you. Send your hooded
perpetrators of violence into our community at the midnight hour and
beat us and leave us half dead, and we shall still love you. But be ye
assured that we will wear you down by our capacity to suffer. One day we
shall win freedom but not only for ourselves. We shall so appeal to your
heart and conscience that we shall win you in the process and our victory
will be a double victory.” - MLK Jr.; Christmas, 1957.
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