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3 Reasons Why 
White Christians 
Should Be 
Standing In 
Solidarity With 
Black People
by Herb Montgomery | June 3, 2020

Here are a few reasons why I am 
convinced that White Christians should 
be standing with and working alongside 
movements for Black lives right now.

1. Jesus was Liberator of 
the Oppressed

Out of all the ways that the author of 
the Gospel of Luke could have chosen 
to sum up Jesus ’gospel and life work, 
Luke’s gospel begins by characterizing 
Jesus as Liberator, Advocate, 
Abolitionist, and Activist:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor. He has sent me 
to proclaim release to the prisoners, and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free.” (Luke 4:18, emphasis 
added.)

In the gospel stories, the central figure of 
the Christian faith chooses to stand in his 
deeply Jewish, oppression-confronting, 
prophetic, justice heritage:

“Speak up for those who cannot speak 
for themselves, for the rights of all who 
are destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; 
defend the rights of the poor and needy.” 
(Proverbs 31:8-9)

“God judges in favor of the oppressed.” 
(Psalms 146:6-7)

“Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose 
the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs 
of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, 
and to break every yoke?” (Isaiah 58:6)

“How terrible it will be for those who 
make unfair laws, and those who write 
laws that make life hard for people.” 
(Isaiah 10:1)

“Learn to do good; seek justice, rescue 
the oppressed.” (Isaiah 1:17)

“I hate, I despise your festivals, 
and I take no delight in your solemn 
assemblies. Even though you offer me 
your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
I will not accept them; and the offerings 
of well-being of your fatted animals I will 
not look upon. Take away from me the 
noise of your songs; I will not listen to the 
melody of your harps. But let justice roll 
down like waters, and righteousness like 
an ever- flowing stream.” (Amos 5:21-24)

Each of the prophets made the privileged 
class of their time uncomfortable by 
calling for systemic change. Each stood 
in solidarity with the oppressed in their 
communities.

In his book God of the Oppressed, Dr. 
James H. Cone wrote, “Any view of 
the gospel that fails to understand the 
Church as that community whose work 

and consciousness are defined by the 
community of the oppressed is not 
Christian and is thus heretical” (p. 35).

This has grave implications presently for 
all White, American Jesus followers.

2. Jesus ’Gospel 
Confronted Both Private 
and Systemic Sin

One of the deepest disconnects for 
many of my White friends is that they 
see these events of police officers killing 
Black people as isolated and individual 
occurrences. They don’t connect the 
dots and want to debate the intricacies 
of each case without stepping back and 
looking at the big picture.

But if we stop to listen first, we will 
discover that these cases are not 
disconnect-ed or about a few bad 
apples, but rather one example after 
another of an entire systemic problem. 
They are daily experiences for all too 
many Black people.

Jesus challenged both systemic sin/
injustice and personal or private, 
individual sins. Gustavo Gutierrez, in his 
landmark book A Theology of Liberation, 
contrasts individual sins with the social 
sin that the gospels challenge:

“But in the liberation approach, sin is 
not considered as an individual, private, 
or merely interior reality—asserted 
just enough to necessitate ‘spiritual 
’redemption which does not challenge 
the order in which we live. Sin is regarded 
as a social, historical fact, the absence of 
fellowship and love in relationships among 

“It’s not enough to not be racist 
ourselves. We must also stand 
intentionally against racial 
inequality. The current train is 
racing down the tracks and it’s 
not enough to remain neutral 
or individually focused. It’s not 
enough to make people on the 
train non-racist personally or 
privately. The whole social train 
must be stopped.”

persons, the breach of friendship with God 
and with other persons, and, therefore, 
an interior, personal fracture. When it 
is considered in this way, the collective 
dimensions of sin are rediscovered…Nor 
is this a matter of escape into a fleshless 
spiritualism. Sin is evident in oppressive 
structures, in the exploitation of man 
by man, in the domination and slavery 
of peoples, races and social classes.” 
(Gustavo Gutierrez, A Theology of Liberation: 
15th Anniversary Edition, pp. 102- 103)

When we focus on liberating individuals 
from personal sin but ignore systemic 
sin, we create a reality that is deeply 
problematic. An old example I first heard 
from the late Howard Zinn is helpful. 
Imagine systemic injustice in society as 
an automated locomotive train racing 
down the tracks. We are all on this train 
together. We as individuals may not 
participate personally in the operation of 
the train, yet we are still on the train with 
everyone else as it moves along.

Similarly, someone can choose privately 
or personally to be a Jesus follower, 
but that person is still part of a much 
larger society that is racing down a track. 
Just because an individual is not racist, 
that doesn’t change the course of their 
society’s train. As a White Christian in 
society, I may be completely unaware of 
how society is structured for communities 
I have no contact or association with. And 
whether I know or not, the train we are 
on is still moving us all together down 
the tracks. White Christians are not only 
called to be free from racism themselves 
as individuals, but we are also called to 
be anti-racist, standing and working in 
solidarity with people who are targeted 
by racist social systems or working to 
dismantle those systems.

Some will ask, “If we just focus just 
on healing hearts, won’t we heal the 
systems as well?” It’s a beautiful thought. 
It’s simply not automatic. Social justice 
has never taken place from the inside-
out or the top down. It happens from 
the margins inward, from the bottom 
up. Also, if one is privately a follower 
of Jesus, one should also be publicly 
involved in ending systems of oppression 
and privilege. It’s not enough to not be 
racist ourselves. We must also stand 
intentionally against racial inequality. The 
current train is racing down the tracks 
and it’s not enough to remain neutral 
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or individually focused. It’s not enough 
to make people on the train non-racist 
personally or privately. The whole social 
train must be stopped.

3. Jesus Valued Human 
Lives Over Privileged 
Property
Where do we see Jesus confronting 
systems of injustice in the gospels? All 
throughout the gospels! But the most 
infamous incident for the early Jesus 
community was Jesus ’protest in the 
courtyard of the Jerusalem Temple. 
Jerusalem was the heart of the Temple-
State. Remember that in Jesus ’society 
there was no such thing as a separation 
of civil and religious, or church and state. 
The temple was not solely a religious 
symbol as Christians think of a church 
today. Yes, there were religious activities 
taking place there, but it was also a 
political symbol, much like the symbol 
of a state capital building, today. Jesus 
’demonstration in the temple wasn’t 
a challenge to the religion of Judaism; 
Jesus was a Jew. Rather he was 
staging an economic protest against the 
systemic injustice of the Temple-State’s 
exploitation of the poor:

“They devour widows ’houses and for a 
show make lengthy prayers. These men
will be punished most severely…But a 
poor widow came and put in two very
small copper coins, worth only a few 
cents. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus
said, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow 
has put more into the treasury than all 
the others.’” (Mark 12:40,42-34)

Mark’s gospel includes a story detail that 
is often overlooked.

“Then he entered Jerusalem and went 
into the temple; and when he had looked 
around at everything, as it was already 
late, he went out to Bethany with the 
twelve.” (Mark 11:11, emphasis added.)

When Jesus arrived at the Temple at 
the climax of what Christians refer to 
today as Palm Sunday, it was already 
too late in the day for his Temple protest 
to accomplish his desired result. So 
he went back to Bethany with his 
disciples, spent the night, and then came 
back the next day when there would 
be enough people to make shutting 

down the Temple services an effective 
demonstration.

Mark’s gospel adds that as a result of 
Jesus ’demonstration and the growing 
number of followers among the people, 
those in positions of power and privilege 
began “looking for a way to put Jesus 
to death” (Mark 11:18). A gospel that 
is only about saving individuals from 
personal sins would not evoke this kind 
of response from those in charge.

Luke’s gospel story reads that within 
days “temple police” came at night with 
swords and clubs to “arrest” Jesus. 
They came at night to avoid a riot by 
the people: a gospel example of police 
brutality against a protestor and an 
attempted cover-up. John’s gospel has 
Jesus subjected to even more temple 
police brutality over the day that follows 
his arrest.

We must not sanitize Jesus ’protest 
in the Temple courtyard: that day also 
involved property damage. When a 
system values property over human 
lives, it makes sense for some to feel the 
only way to move a system to listen is to 
impact whatever those benefiting from 
the system value most. Our present 
pandemic has proven time and again 
how much our present system values 
property, production, and profit over 
human life.

White Christians who claim that they 
would have been on Jesus ’side in the 
story two millennia ago, need to reassess 
the verity of their claim today when 
they find themselves speaking out more 
loudly against property damage than 
against the police’s murder of yet another 
Black person. A riot is “the language of 
the unheard,” a demand for their lives to 
“matter” in a system, to be valued in a 
system, to be respected in a system.

If you want peace, don’t simply call for 
peace. Add your voice to the voices that 
are calling for justice.

“Until the white body writhes with 
red rage, until the white heart heaves 
with black tremors, until the white 
head bows before yellow dreams 
and tan schemes and olive screams 
for a different world, any communion 
claimed will be contrivance of denial. A 

continued on page 6
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A Different Kind of Messiah 
(Part 1 and 2)
That’s what we need right now. That’s 
the kind of world I want to be building. 
That’s the kind of world I want to live in, 
where everyone has when they need, 
not just to survive but to thrive, and no 
systemic harm exists for anyone.

Begin reading this series at patheos.com/
blogs/socialjesus/2020/05/different-kind-
messiah-part1/

Building the World We Want to 
Live In (Part 1-3)
Today, capitalism has a long history of 
straining its inherent contradictions to the 
breaking point and causing a social and 
economic crisis. Could we be on the edge 
of another such moment now in the U.S. 
as a result of the response to the current 
pandemic? We have more people in the 
U.S. unemployed than we had during 
the Great Depression. What might Jesus 
’economic teachings offer us right now? 

Begin reading this series at patheos.com/
blogs/socialjesus/2020/05/building-world-
want-live-part1/

Recent Posts from RHM’s
“Social Jesus” Blog on Patheos
patheos.com/blogs/socialjesus/

Book of the Month for June 2020
A Black Theology of Liberation, 40th Anniversary Edition
by James H. Cone

With the publication of his earlier work, Black Theology & Black Power 
(1969), James Cone emerged as one of the most powerful theological 
voices in North America. A Black Theology of Liberation (1970) was 
his defense of the claims Cone made in his earlier work. These books, 
which offered a searing indictment of white theology and society, 
introduced a radical reappraisal of the Christian message for our time. 
Joining the spirit of Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, Jr., Cone 
radically reappraised Christianity from the perspective of the oppressed 
black community in North America. Forty years later, Cone’s work 
retains its original power, enhanced now in the 40th Anniversary edition 
by his reflections on the evolution of his own thinking and of black 
theology.

In the context of the current calls for justice for Black lives taking place 
across the U.S. presently, the late James Cone’s voice is still speaking 
to us more loudly than ever.

Remember, you don’t have to order this book through amazon.com, but if you do, 
please consider using Amazon Smile (smile.amazon.com) and selecting Renewed 
Heart Ministries as your designated charity for a portion of your purchase to be donated 
to RHM at no additional cost to you.

Photo by Clay Banks on Unsplash

Quotable
Quotes

“The second is like it, 
‘YOU SHALL LOVE 
YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 
YOURSELF.’”

– Jesus; 
Matthew 22:39

“When you’re silent, your 
silence condones it. Thus, 
whatever you believe in goes 
down the drain.”

– Jennifer Tindugan-Adoviso
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A Different Kind of Messiah 
(Part 1 and 2)
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economic crisis. Could we be on the edge 
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as a result of the response to the current 
pandemic? We have more people in the 
U.S. unemployed than we had during 
the Great Depression. What might Jesus 
’economic teachings offer us right now? 

Begin reading this series at patheos.com/
blogs/socialjesus/2020/05/building-world-
want-live-part1/

Growth For Growth’s Sake 
(Part 1-3)
The elites were victim-blaming. The 
oppressed class’s failure to put things 
right was not because they lacked moral 
uprightness. It was the result of an 
almost insurmountably heavy system 
that had been designed to work against 
them, violently if need be.

Begin reading this series at patheos.com/
blogs/socialjesus2020/05/growth-growths-
sake/

A Gospel for the Earth (Part 1-3)
If ever there were a warning for privileged 
elites to make restitution to the masses 
at whose expense they had accumulated 
their wealth and power, this is a text-book 
example.

Begin reading this series at patheos.com/
blogs/socialjesus/2020/05/gospel-earth-part1/

A More Distributively Just Way 
(Part 1 of 3)
And in the context of the golden rule, 
these two things have caught my 
attention over the past few weeks as we 
all respond to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Begin reading this series at patheos.com/
blogs/socialjesus/2020/04/more-distributively-
just-way-part1/

Recent Posts from RHM’s
“Social Jesus” Blog on Patheos
patheos.com/blogs/socialjesus/

Book of the Month for June 2020
A Black Theology of Liberation, 40th Anniversary Edition
by James H. Cone

With the publication of his earlier work, Black Theology & Black Power 
(1969), James Cone emerged as one of the most powerful theological 
voices in North America. A Black Theology of Liberation (1970) was 
his defense of the claims Cone made in his earlier work. These books, 
which offered a searing indictment of white theology and society, 
introduced a radical reappraisal of the Christian message for our time. 
Joining the spirit of Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, Jr., Cone 
radically reappraised Christianity from the perspective of the oppressed 
black community in North America. Forty years later, Cone’s work 
retains its original power, enhanced now in the 40th Anniversary edition 
by his reflections on the evolution of his own thinking and of black 
theology.

In the context of the current calls for justice for Black lives taking place 
across the U.S. presently, the late James Cone’s voice is still speaking 
to us more loudly than ever.

Remember, you don’t have to order this book through amazon.com, but if you do, 
please consider using Amazon Smile (smile.amazon.com) and selecting Renewed 
Heart Ministries as your designated charity for a portion of your purchase to be donated 
to RHM at no additional cost to you.

The “Jesus 
For Everyone” 
podcast
New episodes every 
Friday!
A weekly podcast where we 
talk about the intersection of 
faith and societal justice and 
what a first-century, Jewish 
prophet of the poor from 

Galilee offers us today in our work of compassion, love and justice.

renewedheartministries.com/Podcasts

Photo by Clay Banks on Unsplash
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theologian—speaking of resurrection, 
in a body not bearing the scars of their 
own ‘crucifixion’? Impossible!” (James 
Perkinson, White Theology, p. 216)

Lastly, my Black friends will be the first to 
tell you that there is nothing wrong with 
seeing their color, race, or culture. These 
things are part of who they are, as my 
color, race, and culture are part of who I 
am. There is nothing wrong with them, 
and no reason we shouldn’t see their skin 
color along with the colors of their eyes or 
hair. We are not all the same, and we are 
all of equal worth. The human family is 

richly diverse and this diversity is not the 
problem. The problem is when we have a 
system that treats people as “less than” 
because they are Black.

So this week, with angry tears in my 
eyes, I lift up my own voice to the chorus 
raging around me:

Black.

Lives.

Matter.

HeartGroup Application
We at RHM are continuing to ask all 
HeartGroups not to meet together 
physically at this time. Please stay 
virtually connected and practice physical 
distancing. When you do go out, please 
keep a six-foot distance between you 
and others, wear a mask, and continue 
to wash your hands to stop the spread of 
the virus.

This is also a time where we can 
practice the resource-sharing and mutual 
aid found in the gospels. Make sure the 
others in your group have what they 
need. This is a time to work together 
and prioritize protecting those most 
vulnerable among us. How many ways 
can you take care of each other while we 
are physically apart?

Share something that spoke to you from 
this week’s eSight/Podcast episode with 
your HeartGroup.

Contrast examples of systemic racial 
inequities and injustice versus personal, 
private, or individual racism. Share 
examples of where you see White energy 
being used to confront both. Which area 
have you found your own experience 
with Christianity to be more focused on, 
systemic, or social salvation? Or personal, 
private, and individual salvation?

What can you do this week, big or small, 
to continue setting in motion the work 
of systemically shaping our world into 
a safe, compassionate, just home for 
all? Discuss with your group and pick 
something from the discussion to put into 
practice this upcoming week.

Thanks for checking in with us this month.

Right where you are, keep living in love, 
choosing compassion, taking action, and 
working toward justice.

Another world is possible if we 
collectively choose it.

I love each of you dearly, I’ll see you 
next month.  ■

Are you getting 
RHM’s  free 
resources in 
your inbox?

Sign up today so you 
don’t miss a thing!

Go to 
renewedheartministries.com 

and click “Sign Up!”

A Special Message to 
Our HeartGroups

We at RHM are continuing to ask all HeartGroups not to meet together 
physically at this time. Please stay virtually connected and to practice physical 
distancing. You can still be there for each other to help ease anxiety and fears. 
When you do go out, please keep a six-foot distance between you and others 
to stop the spread of the virus.

This is also a time where we can practice the resource-sharing and mutual aid 
found in the gospels. Make sure the others in your group have what they need. 
We are more interconnected than we realize, as this has proven. And we need 
each other during this time.

This is a time to work together and prioritize protecting those most vulnerable 
among us. We’ll get through this. How many ways can you take care of others 
while we are physically apart?

3 Reasons… cont’d from page 3

Quotable
Quotes

“Our American Christians are 
too busy saving the souls of 
white Christians from burning 
in hellfire to save the lives 
of black ones from present 
burning in fires kindled by 
white Christians.”

–  Ida B. Wells; 
Crusade for Justice
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2020 Projected Budget 
Goal: $185,000.00

2020 Projected Monthly 
Budget Goal: $15,417.00

2020’s Projected Budget 
January-April: 
$61,668.00

2020’s Contributions 
Received Through April: 

$26,517.93

April’s Contributions 
Received: 
$5,869.98

Renewed Heart Ministries is a 
nonprofit organization working for 
a world of love and justice. We 
need your support to impact lives 
and provide the kind of resources 
and analysis RHM offers. 

Intersections between faith, 
love, compassion, and justice are 
needed now more than ever.

Help Christians be 
better humans. 

Please consider making a 
tax-deductible donation to 

Renewed Heart Ministries today. 

To do so online go to 
renewedheartministries.com 
and click “Donate.” Or if you 
prefer to make a donation by mail, 
our address is:

Renewed Heart Ministries
PO Box 1211
Lewisburg, WV 24901

And to those of you out there 
who are already supporting 
this ministry, I want to say 
thank you. We could not continue 
being a voice for change without 
your support.

10%

20%

30%

50%

70%

90%

40%

60%

80%

Whether you give 
$5 or $5,000, 

every amount helps us 
continue our work.

Are you getting 
RHM’s  free 
resources in 
your inbox?

Sign up today so you 
don’t miss a thing!

Go to 
renewedheartministries.com 

and click “Sign Up!”
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Renewed Heart Ministries is a 
not-for-profit group that is 
passionate about rediscovering, 
following and helping others 
rediscover the teachings and 
sayings of the historical Jesus 
of Nazareth.  We believe these 
teachings have an intrinsic value in 
informing the work of nonviolently 
confronting, liberating and 
transforming our world into a safe, 
more just, more compassionate 
home for us all.

Everything we do here at 
Renewed Heart Ministries is for 
free.  Even the many educational 
events that we hold in various 
venues.  You can support our 
work either with a one-time 
gift or by becoming one of our 
monthly contributors by going to 
RenewedHeartMinistries.com 
and clicking the donate tab at the 
top right.

Or you can mail contributions to:
Renewed Heart Ministries
P.O. Box 1211
Lewisburg, WV 24901

Also, please sign up for our free 
resources and remember, every 
little bit helps.

Anything we receive over and 
above our annual budget we 
happily give away to other not-
for-profits who are making both 
personal, systemic and structural 
differences in the lives of people 
who are less privileged.

And to those already supporting 
the work of Renewed Heart 
Ministries, your generous support 
makes it possible for us to exist and 
to continue being a presence for 
positive change in our world.  So 
with all of our hearts, “Thank You.”

Together we are making a 
difference, till the only world that 
remains is a world where only 
Love reigns.
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