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Herb’s Article
“We tell you the good news: What
God promised our ancestors he has
fulfilled for us, their children, by
raising up Jesus.” (Acts 13:32-33)
I want to end this series on the seven last
sayings of Jesus, not on Jesus’ execution by
the domination systems of his day, but with
the reversal and undoing of that execution
by the resurrection. This is what the early
church proclaimed as the gospel.
Notice that the early church did not preach
that Jesus had died to pay a divinely
demanded penalty so that you can go to
heaven instead of hell when you die. It was
not that Jesus had died, but that Jesus had
been executed and that his execution had
been reversed. Remember that the great
Hebrew hope was not of one day becoming
some disembodied soul in some far distant
heaven. No. The hope of the Hebrew
people, that which had been promised to
their ancestors, is that the Messiah would
come and put right all oppression, violence
and injustice.

The Gospel of
an Unstoppable
Liberation
by Herb Montgomery

Quotable
Quotes
“No one sews a patch of unshrunk
cloth on an old garment. If they do,
the new piece will pull away from
the old, making the tear worse.
And people do not pour new wine
into old wineskins. If they do, the
wine will burst the skins, and both
the wine and the wineskins will be
ruined. No, they pour new wine
into new wineskins”
– Jesus,
Mark 2:21,22
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Salvation, to the early church, was
liberation from oppression. And this had
been accomplished by God’s resurrection
of the one who had been executed by their
oppressors.
Notice the following passages.
“And we bring you the good news that
what God promised to our ancestors he has
fulfilled for us, their children, by raising
Jesus…Let it be known to you therefore, my
brothers, that through this man forgiveness
of sins is proclaimed to you.” [Liberation
and a New Social Order] (Acts 13:23-38)
“You that are Israelites, listen to what I have
to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to
you by God with deeds of power, wonders,
and signs that God did through him among
you, as you yourselves know—this man,
given to you according to the definite plan
and foreknowledge of God, you crucified
and killed by the hands of those outside the
law. But God raised him up, having freed
him from death, because it was impossible
for him to be held in its power…This Jesus
God raised up, and of that all of us are
witnesses…Therefore let the entire house
of Israel know with certainty that God has
made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus
whom you crucified.” (Acts 2:22-36)
“The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors

has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you
handed over and rejected in the presence of
Pilate, though he had decided to release him.
But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One
and asked to have a murderer given to you,
and you killed the author of life, but God
raised him from the dead. To this we are
witnesses.” (Acts 3:12-16)
“Let it be known to all of you, and to all the
people of Israel, that this man is standing
before you in good health by the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, but
whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus
is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the
builders; it has become the cornerstone.’”
(Acts 4:10-11)
“The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus,
whom you had killed by hanging him on
a tree. God exalted him at his right hand
as Founder and Healer that he might give
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.”
(Acts 5:30-32)
“We are witnesses to all that he did both
in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to
death by hanging him on a tree; but God
raised him on the third day…. He is the
one ordained by God as LIBERATOR of the
living and the dead. All the prophets testify
about him that everyone who believes in
him receives forgiveness of sins through his
name.” (Acts 10:36-43)
The good news was not that Rome had
executed someone or that someone had
died. That happened all the time. The good
news was that this Jesus, whose teachings
offered such radical hope for a transformed
world, and who had been executed by the
systems his teachings threatened, had
been brought back to life. This Jesus had
triumphed over the religious, political
and economic systems of their day, for his
execution had been reversed!
In this great reversal, a new world had
begun. Those systems, even the religious
one that had claimed to house “God” at
its heart, had been exposed, shamed and
shown to be what they truly were.
The Presence was not found to be with
them, but with the One they had shamefully
suspended on a Roman cross.
What I want you to notice is that what
liberates us, what “saves” us, for the early
church, was not Jesus’ execution, but his
resurrection, the undoing and reversal of
cont’d on page 3

…Unstoppable Liberation cont’d from page 2
Jesus’ execution by the powers, but the
solidarity of The Sacred (i.e. “God”), The
Divine, not simply with Jesus, but will all
that had been, or would be the recipients
of Oppression.
“And having disarmed the powers and
authorities [i.e. religious, social, economic,
and political oppression], a public spectacle
of them was made, triumphing over them by
him.” (Colossians 2:15)
The Sacred Dream of the Divine is of a
different world, here and now, where
everybody has enough, not as a product
of charity, but as a result of the way the
world is put together. The present way of
assembling the world has been exposed
and shamed by the way it executed Jesus.
And it has been rendered impotent. The
power by which the present systems
subordinate others–using “the fear of
death” and the threat of being executed
at the hands of the present domination
systems, what I call the “do what we say,
or else” system–has been triumphed
over and made of no more consequence.
Through Jesus’ execution by the powers
and then being resurrected by The Divine,
Jesus has liberated “those who all their lives
were held in slavery by their fear of death.”
(Hebrews 2:14-15)

to the fringes of their society and the
voiceless masses that had been oppressed
were to find space at this new shared
table. Transformed oppressors and the
liberated oppressed were going to have
to learn how to sit beside (neither above
nor below) one another, recognizing each
other as the image of God, both children of
the same Divine Parents, welcomed to the
same family table.
This was good news to the outsiders, the
disadvantaged and the dispossessed. THIS
was the gospel! But to insiders, and those

The story of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
is of an itinerant teacher from prophetic
lineage (just like the prophets of old),
who travelled the countryside giving a
passionate indictment of the religious,
political, economic and social systems of
his day and putting on display the beauty of
a world assembled in the form of a shared
non-homogenous table where every voice
is valued and every story heard. A world
where we all, from the varied experiences
of life that we each represent, learn
together how to integrate our differences
into a coherent and meaningful whole.
The old order of things was to be
deconstructed. Both the voiceless
minorities that had been marginalized

THIS is the good news: Liberation has come.
And it is a liberation that is unstoppable.
Yes, for those placed in the position of
“last” by the present system this is good
news, as they learn how they are to be
treated as those who had arrived “first.”
And for those who had arrived “first,” well,
it is at least problematic as they discover
they will now be treated equally with
those who had arrived “last.” The point is
that each person will be “paid the same,”
as the parable teaches, or treated simply
as equal. [3]
This liberation could not be stopped. And I
dare say, it cannot be stopped today.
They tried to kill it. But even that didn’t
work.
I want to close this week with Mark’s
telling of the resurrection. Very early
versions of Mark’s manuscript ended at
Mark 16:8. I want to highlight the value of
those manuscripts. Notice the open-ended
way that these Jesus stories would have
concluded.

Why Do I Love Easter?
It’s not because of its co-opted pagan roots
of celebrating fertility and the rebirth
of spring, though I genuinely appreciate
both. It’s because this is the one time
Christianity remembers, though I think
many have forgotten what it means, why
Christianity, as a revolution (as opposed to
a religion) came into being.

the hands of those combined domination
forces. [2]

in top positions of privilege in the current
domination system (the Pharisees, the
Priests and the Scribes), this was seen as
anything but “good news.”
Jesus’ nonviolent confrontation and
disruption of the system in the Temple
(Jesus shut it down) was the last straw.
Who did he think he was? They had had
enough. The priestly aristocracy and the
Pharisees combined efforts to manipulate
the economic systems of Herod and the
political system of Pilate to create a
cooperative act of lynching this radical
named Jesus.
The torn veil in the temple [1] revealed
the Sacred was not dwelling in the most
holy places of those institutions, as they
claimed. No, the Divine, as was mentioned
previously, was dwelling in the One
shamefully suspended on a Roman cross at

“When the Sabbath was over, Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and
Salome bought spices so that they might go
to anoint Jesus body. ery early on the first
day of the week, just after sunrise, they were
on their way to the tomb and they asked
each other, ‘Who will roll the stone away
from the entrance of the tomb?’ But when
they looked up, they saw that the stone,
which was very large, had been rolled away.
As they entered the tomb, they saw a young
man dressed in a white robe sitting on the
right side, and they were alarmed. ‘Don’t be
alarmed,’ he said. ‘You are looking for Jesus
the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has
risen! He is not here.’” (Mark 16.2-6)
Then Mark’s gospel ends with:
“Trembling and bewildered, the women
went out and fled from the tomb. hey
said nothing to anyone, because they were
afraid.” (Mark 16:8)
What is the unspoken point Mark is
endeavoring to make? What is the
impression he is trying to leave?
Just as Luke’s gospel would later do, Mark
is whispering, “Why do you look for the
living among the dead? He is not here; he has
risen! Yes, those in charge killed him—but
they couldn t stop him. hey crucified him
and buried him in a rich man’s tomb. But
cont’d on page 5
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HeartGroups:
Anatomy of an Open Meeting:
How Do I Lead One?
Part 3 of 5
by Keith Giles
(For the entire series, please see Anatomy of
an Open Meeting Parts 1-5 at:
www.rhmheartgroups.com)

How Do I Lead An Open
Meeting?
This is probably the hardest thing to
write about. As someone who grew up
in the traditional church, was trained to
be a leader in the church and has never
even attended an open meeting before
transitioning to an open house church
model, leading others in this kind of
eetin is ver difficult to do.
or the first several ears of our house
church gatherings, I tried to encourage
this sort of open meeting. Sometimes
we would manage to come close, but it
was years really before we started to
actually have the sort of open meetings
we long for.
If anything, the leader in an open
meeting should begin by exercising great
self- control and restraint. Honestly, a
successful open meeting is more about
what I don’t do than anything I do to
make it successful. For example, I don’t
prepare a teaching every time we gather.
I don’t answer every question about
the Bible that comes up. (As Neil Cole
suggests, “Be the Bible Question Man, not
the Bible Answer Man”). I don’t decide in
advance what we’ll talk about or what
we’ll study. I don’t choose the worship
songs ahead of time. I don’t orchestrate
the eetin . don t fill the aw ward
silences with noise. I don’t create a
dependency on myself. I don’t lead the
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communion time. I don’t have a followup or illustration to wrap up everyone
else’s testimony or scripture verse.
So, once we know what we don’t want to
do, what is it that we should be doing?
For starters, we should spend time in
prayer before the meeting to ask the
Lord Jesus to reveal Himself and have
His way in the gathering. We should
allow everyone a chance to speak. We
should make sure the quietest person in
the room is invited to share something,
if they would like to. We should respect
the opinions of others, even if they are
not our own. We should learn how to
disagree agreeably, which is all about
your focus. If your focus is on Jesus then
you won’t get distracted so easily by
disagreements on doctrine.
We should try to keep the group focused
on Jesus if things begin to stray off the
mark. We should learn to ask intelligent
and insightful questions more than
we bring clever answers to show our
intelli ence. e should find wa s to
bless everyone else in the group. We
should pray during the meeting for
the Lord to speak, and to move, and to
have His way, and to reveal His heart to
everyone. We should listen to the Holy
Spirit if He prompts us to stop and pray
for someone in need, or to sit quietly and

listen for His voice, or to sing another
song to respond to something inspiring
we’ve just heard someone share with us.
We should allow others to lead the group
as they hear from the Lord. We should
not see ourselves as leaders fillin a
position of authority but as servants
fulfillin
hrist s co
and to serve
others in love.
Overall, the leaders of an open meeting
should be seen and almost never heard
unless it’s necessary.
Granted, there are times when a visitor,
or even a regular member, might become
hostile, or attempt to take over the
group or monopolize the share time.
That’s when the leaders in the Body
need to defend everyone else in the
group and lovingly suggest that there
might be someone else who would like
to share something. If that doesn’t work,
you might need to pull this person aside
after the meeting and explain to them
how an open meeting is designed to
work and why it’s better if they take time
to listen more than they share so that
others can participate and everyone can
grow together.
In our next installment of this series we’ll
discuss the danger of creating heroes
and experts within the Body of Christ.

…Unstoppable Liberation cont’d from page 3
imperial lynching and a tomb couldn’t hold
him. He’s still loose in the world. He’s still
out there, still here, still recruiting people
to share, to participate in his mustard seed
subversively planted in the garden, his leaven
placed within the dough, his pearl of great
price revolution toward a radically new
social order that he called ‘the Kingdom of
God’—a transformed world here and now.”
What Mark is whispering to us is the
good news that yes, they killed our Jesus,
but…it’s…not…over. This liberation is
unstoppable, for it possesses the solidarity
of The Divine.
“You killed the author of this way of life, but
God raised him from the dead.” — Peter;
(Acts 3:15)

HeartGroup Application
1.

2.

3.

This week as Easter is approaching
for the West, take a moment and
contemplate what the resurrection
actually means for us. Lots of people
have been killed for standing up
against the status quo. Lots of people
have suffered for attempting to
dismantle the status quo. But Jesus
was one with whom the Divine stood
in solidarity and brought back to life.
I want you, as you are contemplating
the resurrection and its meaning, to
also ponder what it means to follow
this resurrected One. What is the
most important thing you could be
doing right now to further the work of
healing, restoration, transformation,
liberation and redemption that this
Jesus began here on earth?
Share what you discover with your
HeartGroup.

I want to thank each one of you who
has checked in each week for this ninepart series. It is my prayer that you have
been inspired and encouraged to put on
display, as a community, the beauty of
what a world changed by that radical
Jesus looks like. And who knows? It may
do just that. It may change the world.
love each of you dearly. And for those of
you who will be celebrating Easter this
coming weekend, The Lord Is Risen! He Is
Risen Indeed!

Keep living in love, loving like Jesus, ’til
the only world that remains is a world
where Love reigns.
“The Curtain of the temple was torn in two
from top to bottom.” (Mark 15:38).

[1]

[2]
“God was in Christ reconciling the world…”
(2 Corinthians 5:19)
[3]
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a
landowner who went out early in the morning
to hire workers for his vineyard. He agreed to
pay them a denarius for the day and sent them
into his vineyard. About nine in the morning
he went out and saw others standing in the
marketplace doing nothing. He told them, ‘You
also go and work in my vineyard, and I will
pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. He
went out again about noon and about three in
the afternoon and did the same thing. About
five in the afternoon he went out and found still
others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why
have you been standing here all day long
doing nothing?’ ‘Because no one has hired
us.’ they answered. He said to them, ‘You also
go and work in my vineyard.’ When evening
came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their
wages, beginning with the last ones hired and
oin on to the first. The workers who were
hired about five in the afternoon came and each
received a denarius. So when those came who
were hired first, they e pected to receive more.
But each one of them also received a denarius.
When they received it, they began to grumble
against the landowner. ‘These who were hired
last worked only one hour.’ they said, ‘and you
have made them equal to us who have borne
the burden of the work and the heat of the

day.’ But he answered one of them, ‘I am not
being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree
to work for a denarius? Take your pay and go.
I want to give the one who was hired last the
same as I gave you. Don’t I have the right to
do what I want with my own money? Or are
you envious because I am generous?’ So the
last will e first, and the first will e last.”
(Matthew 20:1-15) ■

Schedule
APRIL 24 - 26, 2015
Redeeming Grace
Fellowship Camp Meeting
Nags Head, NC, United States
413.325.3648
MAY 15 - 17, 2015
Turning Point Adventist
Community Church
Roseburg, OR, United States
541.492.1300
JUNE 12 - 28, 2015
Novo Airao and Manaus,
Brazil
503.348.5209
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Quotable Quotes
“Religion can be the enemy of God. It’s often what happens when God,
like Elvis, has left the building. A list of instructions where there was
once conviction; dogma where once people just did it; a congregation
led by a man where once they were led by the Holy Spirit. Discipline
replacing discipleship.”
–Bono

A new UPDATED Series:

The Jesus Dialogue
The Jesus Dialogue was born out of a
six hour conversation Herb had with a
gentleman he met on plane who said, “I
believe there is a God; I have no interest
in Christianity, but I am intrigued by the
person named Jesus.”
This series is an intellectually-honest
look at the ethical teachings of an
itinerant Jewish teacher referred
to, by his early followers, as Jesus
of Nazareth.

Testimony
“No teacher has captured my
heart and mind and agreed
with my idea of what the “real
Jesus” is like Herb Montgomery.
His teachings, full of scripture
and historical facts, bring not
only comfort but healing to a
world fraught with blaming
and judgement. Finally, I can
exhale, and experience the
Jesus of love and compassion
and put away self-hate and
guilt. What a relief. I stand
with Herb Montgomery and
his ministry of Love and
Acceptance.” –CS

■ Page 6

This is not another apologetic defense
of the world religion labelled
“Christianity.” On the contrary, it
is an effort to grasp more clearly
what the historical Jesus did and
taught, and pondering whether
those teachings and actions hold
any relevance for us in our world
today. These teachings are centered

in an enemy-embracing, radicallyforgiving,
self-giving,
collectivefocused, co-suffering, non-violent love
as the way to renew and heal this world,
till the only world that remains is a
world where Love reigns.
Jesus did not come to give humans an
easy way to “get to heaven.” That’s
religion’s concern. The Jesus of Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John came to heal
our present world, putting injustice,
oppression, and violence to right. This
is an exploration of Jesus’ liberating,
new social-order which was good
news for the oppressed and problematic,
at best, for the domination system
of his day.
If you feel drawn toward the historical
esus, ut have had a difficult ti e with
“most things religious,” you are not
alone. This, by contrast, is something
different. This is a conversation we
affectionately call “The Jesus Dialogue.”

MINISTRY
UPDATE
A

,

,I

Last weekend, I had the privilege of working
alongside of a little church in Dubuque,
Iowa. What impressed me most about this
little church was that although they were
small, they were large in spirit. They had
heart. In the interest of making new friends
in their community and in sharing the
teachings of Jesus, this small church rented
a conference room at a local resort (their
church is only seven pews deep on each
side of their sanctuary) and invited me in
for the weekend. The series they requested
was entitled The Awakening.
To give you a glimpse of what this series is
a out, let e riefl share.
Jesus’ new world is centered around and
rooted in love, and it is love for all. Only by
love is love awakened. It cannot be done by
threat, violence, or force. The exercise of
force is contrary to the principles of Jesus’
new social order. Some have said, “The
Kingdom of Christ is without coercion.”
Love cannot be commanded. It cannot be
won by show of authority. Only by a show
of love can love awaken in the heart of
another.
This is the secret to understanding the
liberating and healing work of the Jesus
of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Jesus’

new world, under the reign of love, is
biased toward the presently oppressed. It
embraces, just as did Jesus, the currently
marginalized and outcast even at personal
cost. Jesus modeled for us what a world
centered in love looks like. This is a world
rooted in justice for all, not a retributive
justice, but restorative justice which
includes redemptive and transformative
mercy, even for one’s enemies.
When we begin looking through the
radical lens of Jesus’ teachings, not only
does “love” e in to define and shape
everything we believe, but if you’re a theist,
it revolutionizes even the way you look at
your God. It affects, as well, the way you
look at yourself and others. Jesus’ teachings
ultimately impact the way we relate to
everyone around us making the world a
safer and more compassionate place for all.
Two of my favorite statements within the
four gospels by Jesus are these:

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he
has anointed me to proclaim good news to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom
for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the
blind, to set the oppressed free…” – Luke 4:18
“For God did not send the Son into the world
to condemn the world, but to heal the world
through him.” – John 3:17
I want to thank the group there in Dubuque
for inviting me to share Jesus along side of
them in their community. I cheer you on in
your endeavors. And to each of you who
support Renewed Heart Ministries, thank
you. Without your partnership with us we
could not be making the difference that we
presently are in this world.
And to everyone of you who may be reading
this, keep living in love, loving like Jesus,
till the only world that remains is a world
where Love reigns. Because only by love
can love be awakened.

Quotable
Quotes

“The disciples also saw that the
spirit that had worked within
Jesus continued to work in and
through them. In their preaching
they extended his critique of
domination. They continued his
life by advancing his mission.
They persisted in proclaiming
the domination-free order of
God inaugurated by Jesus.”
–Walter Wink
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Renewed
Heart
Ministries
provides its resources free of
charge. Jesus instructed us,
“Freely you have received,
freely give.” We at RHM take
this command very seriously.
Philosophically we have a
difficult ti e char in
one to
people for things Jesus taught us
for free.
In order to do this, we are entirely
dependent on the contributions
of our supporters. If you would
like to make a one-time gift or
offer monthly support, please
send your contributions to the
following address:
Renewed Heart Ministries
P.O. Box 1211
L
,
24 01

Featured Presentation
This month we would like to feature an
introductory presentation Herb recently gave
for The Jesus Dialogue series. Our hope is that
you will go from this presentation and listen
to the entire series. But if not, our hope is that
even this presentation would further our steps
away from a world of exclusive circles and
pyramids of power toward Jesus’ new world which he modeled for us
in his shared table. May this month’s presentation renew your heart,
liberate your soul, and motivate your feet to follow Jesus further
in embracing what Jesus referred to as “the kingdom.”—The Jesus
Dialogue Introduction by Herb Montgomery.
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Contributions can also be made
online at:
www.renewedheartministries.com
*All donations receive a taxdeductible receipt.
Be sure to check out RHM’s FREE
resources at:
www.renewedheartministries.com

Testimony
“There are times in the ministry
of Jesus that His total audience
was one. This week, I believe I am
that one. Thank you for letting
the love of Jesus shine through
you.” –Note received from an
attendee at a recent event.

